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6 of 6 review helpful A sensible scientific approach to children s mental health diagnosis By Lehcy Tollefson While 
DSM IV TR and all earlier versions are a bit too cook booky for me and ignore developmental contextual and 
environmental considerations this book s approach to diagnosis does not disappoint Across all of the chapters on 
various psychiatric diagnoses from ADHD autism anxiety and depression to controv This important volume brings 
together leading child psychiatry researchers to critically review the current diagnostic system and work toward new 
more clinically useful ways of understanding childhood problems The authors examine how existing diagnostic 
categories as embodied in the DSM IV do not adequately account for the interplay between maladaptive behavior on 
the one hand and children s environmental contexts relationships and developmental needs on the ot If DSM V is to be 
a real advance over DSM IV as everyone hopes what is needed is more than tinkering with the diagnostic criteria What 
is needed are some new ideas about the conceptual basis of psychiatric diagnosis This book does exactly that by sh 
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