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2 of 2 review helpful A Playful Guide For Those Seeking The Craft of Ritual By Jonathan Cook In Homo Ludens 
Johan Huizinga makes the case that the ability and appetite for play is a defining characteristic of humanity Huizinga 
describes play as an essential pillar of civilization present in our art our law and even in our war He writes about the 
idea of play playfully looking for common themes in the many meanings In Homo Ludens the classic evaluation of 
play that has become a ldquo must read rdquo for those in game design Dutch philosopher Johan Huizinga defines 
play as the central activity in flourishing societies Like civilization play requires structure and participants willing to 
create within limits Starting with Plato Huizinga traces the contribution of Homo Ludens or ldquo Man the player 
rdquo through Medieval Times the Renaissance and into our m ldquo A must read for anybody with serious interest in 
games and play It is the classic work in the field still more informative than any of the modern books on the subject 
rdquo mdash Chris Crawford author of Chris Crawford on Game Design ldq 
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