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16 of 17 review helpful The Irrationality of Crowds By New Age of Barbarism _The Crowd A Study of the Popular 
Mind_ is an English translation of the classic work on crowd psychology of French theorist and social scientist 
Gustave le Bon first published in 1895 Gustave le Bon 1841 1931 was a French social theorist whose works played a 
prominent part in the understanding of nationality racialism herd behavior and One of the most influential works of 
social psychology in history The Crowd was highly instrumental in creating this field of study by analyzing in detail 
mass behavior The book had a profound impact not only on Freud but also on such twentieth century masters of crowd 
control as Hitler and Mussolini mdash both of whom may have used its observations as a guide to stirring up popular 
passions In the author s words The masses have never thirsted after Insightful for its apprehension of the primitive 
nature of crowds Language Notes Text English translation Original Language French About the Author Gustave Le 
Bon 1841 1931 
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