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Certain to be a classic among coming of age tales NOT the Thing I Was is a painfully honest account of a troubled 
child who through the help of Bruno Bettelheim s Orthogenic School for autistic youths developed into a high 
functioning adult unlike most autistic children who remain locked all their li He was called crazy As a child he 
probably was Sent at age eight to Bruno Bettelheim s Orthogenic School among autistics and schizophrenics Eliot 
found himself in a world without drugs or locks on the doors Instead fine china was on the table The staff believed to 
help a child you had to understand how he saw the world and persuade him that there might be more successful ways 
to interpret it Bettelheim had been in the concentration camps He figured From Publishers Weekly Eliot s striking 
memoir chronicles a childhood and adolescence spent within the luxurious confines of the University of Chicago 
Sonia Shankman Orthogenic school then run by sbquo migr sbquo psychiatrist Bruno Bettelheim In an era when 
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