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3 of 3 review helpful Almost a hybrid itself By C D Varn Asma s history is fascinating in the first section of the book 
which is more of a literal history of the development and conception of the predominant idea of monsters in the mostly 
European world This portion of the book is strong and the sociological information Asma lays out matches the history 
Sadly the second section loses focus It dwells in the mom Hailed as a feast Washington Post and a modern day 
bestiary The New Yorker Stephen Asma s On Monsters is a wide ranging cultural and conceptual history of monsters 
how they have evolved over time what functions they have served for us and what shapes they are likely to take in the 
future Beginning at the time of Alexander the Great the monsters come fast and furious Behemoth and Leviathan Gog 
and Magog Satan and his demons Gre com Real or imagined literal or metaphorical monsters have exerted a dread 
fascination on the human mind for many centuries Using philosophical treatises theological tracts newspapers films 
and novels author Stephen T Asma unpacks traditional monster 
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