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the author the central thesis of this challenging book is that it is ordinary people like you and me who commit 
extraordinary evil The position is difficult to admit and to comprehend Evil is a concept in all cultures and a common 
belief is that it is caused by a few extraordinary individuals ghouls and b The first edition of Becoming Evil spoke 
unforgettably to a world shell shocked by 9 11 that faced a new war on terror against members of an Axis of Evil With 
this second edition James Waller brings us up to date on some of the horrific events he used in the first edition to 
illustrate his theory of extraordinary human evil particularly those from the perennially troubled Balkans and Africa 
pointing out steps taken both forward and back Nearly a third of th offers a psychological explanation as to why some 
human beings are so deliberately harmful to others A fascinating glimpse of evolutionary psychology is presented an 
eyewitness account of inhumanity Journal of American Medicine Association 
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